My name
My address

Minister’s name

Minister’s address

Date:

Dear ( insert Minister’s name here )
RE: Companion animal welfare and an end to un-necessary euthanasia of healthy cats and dogs in our pounds and shelters

I am writing to let you know that NSW Independent Minister and Sydney Lord Mayor Clover Moore has recently proposed the Animals (Regulation of Sale) Bill 2008 in the NSW Parliament.

The Bill aims to regulate the over-supply of companion animals in NSW that results in a massive number of healthy animals (60,000) ending up in council and charity shelters and then killed because enough homes cannot be found for them. 
The Bill would stop the marketing efforts of pet shops, and newspaper and internet advertisers that fuel the over-supply problem. Pet shops obtain their animals from back-yard breeders, and mass producers (so called ‘puppy and kitten Mills’) of kittens and puppies. None of these sellers of animals have a responsibility, accountability or duty of care with the animals when they are abandoned and end up in pounds and shelters. 

The cost to the rate-payers of providing and maintaining facilities for caring for these animals until they are re-homed or killed is enormous. The emotional toll on the army of rescuers and those who have to care for and them euthenase the unfortunate animals is too vast to contemplate.
The Animals (Regulation of Sale) Bill would ban the sale of cats and dogs through pet shops and markets and would only allow recognised breeders, animal shelters and rescuers, council pounds and vets re-homing abandoned animals to advertise the sale of dogs and cats. The capacity of underground puppy farms and kitten mills to operate would be dramatically reduced. Their source would dry up. 
We should all be disturbed by the way animals are being bred purely for profit without any duty of care of the animal after it leaves the point of sale. As a pet owning and caring society we should all be disturbed and angered by the number of ‘excess’ companion animals dumped and then destroyed.
The NSW proposed bill is about real animal welfare, about living in a humane society, and about stopping animal cruelty. Companion animals are live sentient beings that require long-term commitments of time, money and care. They are not consumable items to be bought and discarded when people tire of them. The pet industry claims that the prices of cats and dogs in pet shops prevent impulse buys. Cute puppies and kittens evoke emotional responses that compel people to part with their money. 
The Entrepreneur Business Centre guide for pet shops states:

“The scenario is simple: Someone will walk by, fall in love with an animal and buy it. These sorts of impulse sales can

add dramatically to your profits … if your shop is accessible and your sales and service ability is convincing, it will not

be long before you convert walk-in traffic into buying customers.”
Animal shelters and animal rescue groups overwhelmingly say that the pet industry is a major contributor to the problem of pet overpopulation. They are frustrated by the lack of Government commitment to address this shocking situation, while they continue with their tireless and unpaid efforts to re-home the endless supply of abandoned animals, not all of whom are able to be saved.
How does this affect us here in our State?

The problems of impulse buying, cruel mass breeding practices and high euthanasia rates that are endemic to the pet industry in NSW industry are also big issues for our State. Across Australia, conservative estimates of the number healthy animals killed are of the order of 250,000.  This is appalling.
Our own State is part of the problem.

For this reason I would support our own government introducing similar provisions proposed in NSW in our State. 
Could you please let me know your own thoughts on his subject and if this is a provision that you would be prepared to support in our own State, or indeed to initiate such a legislation?
Thank you
Yours Sincerely

 

