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The Premier, Hon. Nathan Rees, MP
 GPO BOX 5341, 
SYDNEY NSW 2001

Dear Mr Rees

Every year in NSW more than 60,000* healthy cats and dogs are killed in Council and Charity shelters and pounds.

The problem is that there are more animals born each year than can be found homes for. Why is this?

It’s a simple matter of supply and demand. Supply exceeds demand by more than 60,000 animals a year, and those 60,000 cats and dogs are quietly killed behind the scenes in Council and Charity pounds and shelters. The cost to the taxpayer of keeping those facilities running and the human and emotional toll on people whose jobs it is to end the lives of these unfortunate healthy animals is too vast to contemplate. You may know that there is also an army of volunteers, rescuers and fosterers who spend countless unpaid hours in trying to find homes for these animals.
It’s a reflection of our NSW society today that by doing nothing effective we condone the indiscriminate killing and elimination of these unfortunate animals whose only ‘crime’ was to be borne at the wrong time and in the wrong place.
So why does it happen?

The answer is that breeding and marketing of cats and dogs is NOT regulated; mandatory desexing is not enforced, backyard breeders and accidental breeders pump out thousands of unwanted kittens and pups each year, mass production breeders (‘puppy and kitten mills’) are allowed to advertise to the unsuspecting public and to supply pet shops with many thousands of animals that flood the market.
Those with vested interests – the pet shop industry association (PIAA) and pet shops that sell live animals, The Australian Veterinary Association (AVA), Dogs NSW (breeders) and the Department of Primary Industries Minister Ian MacDonald  all oppose any regulation that will reduce the number of animals in the market. They all operate under the WRONG and selfish assumption that the more animals in the market, the better it will be for trade and business.  This is directly the opposite perspective of true animal welfare organisations whose wish is to save lives.
The Department of Primary Industries under Ian Macdonald has been totally ineffective in producing any solution to the problem.  We conclude that they prefer to see unobstructed breeding and trade in live companion animals continued as a benefit to “farming, trade and industry”. 

Every standard letter we have had from Labor Government Ministers who last year opposed the 2007 proposed Bill had somewhere in the text: “Government cares deeply about the welfare of animals”.

Well Mr Rees, we are tired of that empty rhetoric. Their actions don’t stack up with that statement. 
The public are starting to believe that Government cares more about trade and markets than the lives of these animals. Whatever actions they may have purported to take has just not worked – the numbers of animals entering pounds and shelters each year continues to increase. Any pound or shelter will tell you that.

You will no doubt be told that the recent DPI revised code of practice for pet shops will eliminate much of the problem. Whilst it certainly addresses some of the important welfare issues related to live animals kept on pet shop premises, it does nothing to stem the over-breeding and over-supply problem caused by ‘demand creation’ techniques (marketing, newspaper and internet advertising and pet shops). We believe the introduction of a revised Code of Practice for Pet Shops is nothing more than a cosmetic veneer to be seen to be doing something, and to circumvent the much needed reform process.
Mr Rees. It’s time to stop all this.
Clover Moore’s Animals Regulation of Sale Bill 2008 would ban the sale of cats and dogs through pet shops and markets and would only allow recognised breeders, animal shelters and rescuers, council pounds and vets re-homing abandoned animals, to advertise the sale of dogs and cats. The capacity of underground puppy farms and kitten mills, and back-yard breeders to operate would be dramatically reduced. Their source of marketing and sales would dry up.

This bill is about animal welfare, about living in a humane society, and about stopping animal cruelty. Companion animals are live sentient beings that require long-term commitments of time, money and care. 

They are not consumable items to be bought and discarded when we tire of them, or because we have so hopelessly mismanaged the supply chain.

This proposed Bill represents a fantastic opportunity for NSW and your government to show leadership in a country that values animal companionship at home. 
If the Bill is passed it will send a message around the country that companion animal welfare DOES matter and that NSW is THE leader in this field.
We are sending you a copy of a short film called the Puppy Mill that will give you more information about the role of puppy mills and pet shops in the supply chain that leads to pet –overpopulation and un-necessary pound killings of healthy animals. The film is family-friendly and quite informative. Please see the film as part of your decision making process in this issue.
Mr Rees, we urge you personally to support the proposed Bill and mandate your government to support the proposed Bill. 
Help position NSW as the leader across Australia in solving this vast community problem.
Please can you advise me of the actions you are willing to take on this issue.
Yours Sincerely

*Source: DLG published statistics 2007; RSPCA and AWL published statistics 2007; Cat Protection Society communication

Note: this is approx. the same number that are euthenased across the ENTIRE United Kingdom with a population of over 63 Million; shockingly we manage to do this in NSW alone with a population of 5 mil!!

