THE LAW SOCIETY OF NEW SOUTH WALES

YOUNJLAWYERS

The Hon. R.S. Amery, MP.
Suite 208
Westfield Shoppingtown Carlisle Avenue

MOUNT DRUITT NSW 2770
6 July 2009

Dear The Hon. R.S. Amery, MP.
Animals (Regulation of Sale) Bill
We refer to our letter dated 22 August 2008,

We are writing to you again to respond to a number of issues opponents of the
Animals (Regulation of Sale) Bill 2008 (the Bill) have raised. In particular we are
concerned about the misinformation being circulated about the impact of the Bill
on companion animal owners and professional cat and dog breeders. We address
this and other issues below.

Code of practice for animals in pet shops

Many opponents of the Bill point to the Animal Welfare Code of Practice - Animals
in Pet Shops (Code of Practice) as the solution to the problems sought to be
addressed by the Bill. Opponents assert the Bill is unnecessary as the welfare of
animals kept in pet shops is adequately ensured by the Code of Practice. This
assertion misses the point of the Bill, which is to reduce the number of healthy
but unwanted animals being killed each year in NSW. The Bill does not merely
seek to ensure the welfare of animals sold by pet shops.

In October 2007, the Animal Law Committee made a submission to the
Department of Primary Industries regarding the adequacy of the then draft Code
of Practice. Among other things, the Committee submitted the then draft Code of
Practice:

¢ did not tackle several key factors contributing to the current pet
overpopulation problem;

* in particular it did not seek to regulate the source of cats and dogs sold by pet
shops; and

» did not prevent or regulate the sale of un-desexed cats and dogs.
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