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Member for Sydney
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Dear Ms Mogre

| refer to your letter of 5 December 2008 to the Mon Nathan Rees MP. NSW Premier,
concerning the REPCA funding submission for the redevelopment of the Yagoona facility.
Your letter has been referred to me as the issues you raise fall within my area of
responsibility.

The welfare of animals is a high priority for the NSW Government. The NSW Government
is committed to ensuring that the principles of responsible pet ownership are promoted in
the community.

NSW Department of Primary Industries assists in the achievement of this aim by working
with industry and the enfarcement autharities like the RSPCA under the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals Act 1979 and the Animal Trades Codes of Practice to deliver continual
improvement in animal welfare standards.

The NSW Gevernment's Animal Welfare Advisory Council, comprising animal welfare,
industry and government groups, is working on developing improved Codes of Practice for
the care and welfare of animals in the pet industry.

This process has already been completed foi one of the Codes. The revised Code of
Practice for Animals in Pet Shops was launched on 11 September 2008 and raises the
welfare standards of companion animals in pet shops. It provides the enforcement
agencies with a clearer mandate to act in instances where the requirements of the Codes
are nof being met. it also allows agencies to issue penalty infringement notices against pet
shops where breaches of the Code are considered not to warrant prosecution.

The NSW Government provides $500,000 annually to support the RSPCA and the Animal
Welfare League. Organisations involved in both pet re-homing and wildlife rescue are also
provided financial support. This commitment is made to recognise the long and strang
record of practical achievemants in animal walfare which these organisations have
accomplished. In the case of the RSPCA the grant contributes to the costs of their
enforcement responsibilities under the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1979.






