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Dear Ms Moore

I refer to your letter of 5 December 2008 to the Hon Nathan Rees Mp. NSW premier,
concerning the RsPCA funding submission for the redevelopmenl of the yagoona facility.
Your letter has been refened to me as the issues you ralse fall within my area of
responsibility.

The welfare of animals is a high priodty for the N$W Government. The NSW Governrnent
is commilted to ensuring lhrt the principl+s of responsible pet ownersJrip are promoted in
the community.

NSW Dopartment of Primary Industries assisb in the aohievdment of rhis aim by working
with industry and the enforcement authorilies like the RSPCA under the Prcventian of
Cruelty to Animals Acf 7929 and the Animal Tradeg Codes of Praotice to deliver continual
improvemBnt in animal welfare slandards.

The NSW Govemrnent's Animal Welfare Advisory Council, comprising animal welfare,
Industry and governmeni groups, is worldng on developing improved Codes of practicp.for
the care and welfare of animals in the pet industry.

This Frooe.;s has alrefidy bc;e;r completed for one of the Cbdes. The revised CElje of
Prsctice for Animals in Pet Shops was launched on 11 September 2008 and raises the
weltare $tendards of companion animals in pet Bhop6. lt provides th€ snforcement
agencbs with a cleatcr mandate to ac1 in instanoes where thd requiremenF of the Codes
are not being met. lt also allows agencies to issue penalty infringemerrt notices against pet
shops wherc breaches of the Code are consldered not to warrant prosecution.

Th6 NSW Government provxles $500,000 annually to support the RSpCA and the Animal
welfare League. organisations involved in both pet re-homing and wildlife rescue are also
provided financial support. This commitrnent is made to recognise the long and strong
record df F| actidal achievement8 in animal welfare which thes6 organisation6 have
acoomplished, In the case of the RSPCA the granl contributes to the costs of their
enforc6m6nt reBpon6ibilities under the Preventron of CrueW to Nrimals Act 1979.
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ln recent years the NSW Governmenl has recognised the dedication of the RSPCA and
the AnimalWelfare League through the provision of additiorial grant amounts to support
these organisations.

The NSW Govemm€nt iE curendy considering a range of options to further assist the
RSPCA in delivering its services into the future.

A greet deal of progress has been made recen y on the issue of the welfare of animals in
pct shops and the government is ensuring that there will be ongolng lmprovemenE in pet
bre€ding activiti66. Consequently the NSW Government does not support an inquiry into
lhe pet industry.

Yours slncerely

KEo"-or
IAN MACOONALD MLC


